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In this brochure you will find all necessary information to erect a pool on a 
property in East Windsor, CT. Every person owning land on which there is 
situated a swimming pool, which contains twenty-four (24) inches or more 
of water in depth at any point, shall erect and maintain a four-foot (4'- 0") 
enclosure with a self-closing and self-latching gate sur-rounding the 
property or pool area sufficient to make such body of water inaccessible to 
small children.  In addition to the required enclosure, a pool alarm is 
required by Public Act 99-140 that states when a person or object of 
fifteen (15) lbs. enters the water, the pool alarm must emit a sound of at 
least fifty (50) decibels.  

All information within complies with  the 2022 CT State Building Code 
along with the 2021 ISPSC, 2021 IRC, 2021 IBC, and 2020 NFPA 70 
NEC where applicable. The Town of East Windsor assumes no 
responsibility for any errors or omissions contained in this handout. This 
handout cannot cover all situations, nor is it intended to do so.  



Many communities have enacted safety regulations requiring barriers for 

residential in-ground and above-ground swimming pools. In addition to 

following your community's laws, parents who own pools should take pre

cautions to reduce the possibility that their youngsters will access the family 

pool, or a neighbor's pool or spa, without supervision. This booklet provides 

tips for creating and maintaining effective barriers to pools and spas. 

Each year, thousands of American families suffer swimming pool trag

edies. The majority of the incidents involve drownings and non-fatal 

drownings of young children. These pool and spa injuries and deaths 

involve young children, ages 1 to 3 years old, and happen in residential 

settings. These tragedies are preventable. 

This U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) booklet offers 

guidelines for pool barriers that can help prevent most drowning 

incidents involving young children. This handbook is for owners, 

purchasers, and builders of residential pools, spas, and hot tubs. 

The swimming pool barrier guidelines are not a CPSC standard; nor 

are they mandatory requirements. CPSC believes that the guidelines 

recommended in this booklet will help make pools safer, promote pool 

safety awareness, and save lives. Barriers are not the sole method to 

prevent drowning of young children in pools; and barriers can never 

replace adult supervision. 

Some states and localities have incorporated CPSC guidelines for safety 

barriers into their building codes. Check with your local authorities to 

see what your area's building code or other regulations require. 

Safety Barrier Guidelines for Residential Pools 1





This analysis was prepared by CPSC staff and has not been reviewed or approved by, and may not necessarily reflect the views of, the
Commission.

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC (2772) CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov
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2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code

Sec�on 305 Barrier Requirements 

305.1 General 

The provisions of this sec�on shall apply to the design of barriers for restric�ng entry into areas having 
pools and spas. Where spas or hot tubs are equipped with a lockable safety cover complying with ASTM 
F1346 and swimming pools are equipped with a powered safety cover that complies with ASTM F1346, 
the areas where those spas, hot tubs or pools are located shall not be required to comply with Sec�ons 
305.2 through 305.7. 

305.1.1 Construc�on Fencing Required 

A temporary enclosure shall be installed for in ground swimming pools and spas from the �me that 
construc�on occurs up to the �me that the permanent barrier is completed. The temporary enclosure 
shall be a minimum of 4 feet  in height, shall have no openings that will allow passage of a 4-inch (102 
mm) sphere and shall be equipped with a posi�ve latching device on any openings.

305.2 Outdoor Swimming Pools and Spas 

Outdoor pools and spas and indoor swimming pools shall be surrounded by a barrier that complies with 
Sec�ons 305.2.1 through 305.7. 

305.2.1 Barrier Height and Clearances 

Barrier heights and clearances shall be in accordance with all of the following: 

    The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on the 
side of the barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. Such height shall exist around the en�re 
perimeter of the barrier and for a distance of 3 feet (914 mm) measured horizontally from the outside of 
the required barrier. 

    The ver�cal clearance between grade and the botom of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51 mm) 
for grade surfaces that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, where measured on the side of the barrier 
that faces away from the pool or spa. 

    The ver�cal clearance between a surface below the barrier to a solid surface, such as concrete, and 
the botom of the required barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of 
the required barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. 

    Where the top of the pool or spa structure is above grade, the barrier shall be installed on grade or 
shall be mounted on top of the pool or spa structure. Where the barrier is mounted on the top of the 
pool or spa, the ver�cal clearance between the top of the pool or spa and the botom of the barrier shall 
not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). 
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305.2.2 Openings 

Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

305.2.3 Solid Barrier Surfaces 

Solid barriers that do not have openings shall not contain indenta�ons or protrusions that form 
handholds and footholds, except for normal construc�on tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

305.2.4 Mesh Fence as a Barrier 

Mesh fences, other than chain link fences in accordance with Sec�on 305.2.7, shall be installed in 
accordance with the manufacturer's instruc�ons and shall comply with the following: 

    The botom of the mesh fence shall be not more than 1 inch (25 mm) above the deck or installed 
surface or grade. 

    The maximum ver�cal clearance from the botom of the mesh fence and the solid surface shall not 
permit the fence to be li�ed more than 4 inches (102 mm) from grade or decking. 

    The fence shall be designed and constructed so that it does not allow passage of a 4-inch (102 mm) 
sphere under any mesh panel. The maximum ver�cal clearance from the botom of the mesh fence and 
the solid surface shall be not greater than 4 inches (102 mm) from grade or decking. 

    An atachment device shall atach each barrier sec�on at a height not lower than 45 inches (1143 mm) 
above grade. Common atachment devices include, but are not limited to, devices that provide the 
security equal to or greater than that of a hook-and-eye-type latch incorpora�ng a spring-actuated 
retaining lever such as a safety gate hook. 

 Where a hinged gate is used with a mesh fence, the gate shall comply with Sec�on 305.3. 

 

Pa�o deck sleeves such as ver�cal post receptacles that are placed inside the pa�o surface shall be of a 
nonconductive material.

305.2.4.1 Setback for Mesh Fences 

The inside of a mesh fence shall be not closer than 20 inches (508 mm) to the nearest edge of the water 
of a pool or spa. 

305.2.5 Closely Spaced Horizontal Members 

Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and ver�cal members and the distance between the tops of 
the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located on 
the pool or spa side of the fence. Spacing between ver�cal members shall not exceed 13/4 inches (44 
mm) in width. Where there are decora�ve cutouts within ver�cal members, spacing within the cutouts 
shall not exceed 13/4 inches (44 mm) in width.
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305.2.6 Widely Spaced Horizontal Members 

Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and ver�cal members and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between ver�cal members shall not 
exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are decora�ve cutouts within ver�cal members, the interior 
width of the cutouts shall not exceed 13/4 inches (44 mm). 

305.2.7 Chain Link Dimensions 

The maximum opening formed by a chain link fence shall be not more than 13/4 inches (44 mm). Where 
the fence is provided with slats fastened at the top and botom that reduce the openings, such openings 
shall be not greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm). 

305.2.8 Diagonal Members 

Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal 
members shall be not greater than 13/4 inches (44 mm). The angle of diagonal members shall be not 
greater than 45 degrees (0.79 rad) from ver�cal. 

305.2.9 Clear Zone 

The required barrier height shall exist around the en�re perimeter of the barrier and for a distance of 3 
feet (914 mm) measured horizontally from the outside of the required barrier, free of structures, 
equipment or similar objects. 

305.3 Doors and Gates 

Doors and gates in barriers shall comply with the requirements of Sec�ons 305.3.1 through 305.3.3 and 
shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access doors and gates shall open 
outward away from the pool or spa, shall be self-closing and shall have a self-latching device. 

305.3.1 U�lity or Service Doors and Gates 

Doors and gates not intended for pedestrian use, such as u�lity or service doors and gates, shall remain 
locked when not in use. 

305.3.2 Double or Mul�ple Doors and Gates 

Double doors and gates or mul�ple doors and gates shall have not fewer than one leaf secured in place 
and the adjacent leaf shall be secured with a self-latching  device. 

305.3.3 Latch Release 

For doors and gates in barriers, the door and gate latch release mechanisms shall be in accordance with 
the following: 

    Where door and gate latch release mechanisms are accessed from the outside of the barrier and are 
not of the self-locking type, such mechanism shall be located above the finished floor or ground surface 
in accordance with the following: 



    1.1.  At public pools and spas, not less than 52 inches (1219 mm) and not greater than 54 inches (1372 
mm). 

 1.2.  At residen�al pools and spas, not less 54 inches (1372 mm). 

    Where door and gate latch release mechanisms are of the self-locking type such as where the lock is 
operated by means of a key, an electronic opener or the entry of a combina�on into an integral 
combina�on lock, the lock opera�on control and the latch release mechanism shall be located above the 
finished floor or ground surface in accordance with the following: 

 2.1.  At public pools and spas, not less than 34 inches and not greater than 48 inches (1219 mm). 

 2.2.  At residen�al pools and spas, at not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm). 

    At private pools, where the only latch release mechanism of a self-latching device for a gate is located 
on the pool and spa side of the barrier, the release mechanism shall be located at a point that is at least 
3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate. 

305.3.4 Barriers Adjacent to Latch Release Mechanisms 

Where a latch release mechanism is located on the inside of a barrier, openings in the door, gate and 
barrier within 18 inches (457 mm) of the latch shall not be greater than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) in any 
dimension. 

305.4 Structure Wall as a Barrier 

Where a wall of a dwelling or structure serves as part of the barrier and where doors, gates or windows 
provide direct access to the pool or spa through that wall, one of the following shall be required: 

    Operable windows having a sill height of less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above the indoor finished 
floor, doors and gates shall have an alarm that produces an audible warning when the window, door or 
their screens are opened. The alarm shall be listed and labeled as a water hazard entrance alarm in 
accordance with UL 2017. 

    In dwellings not required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the operable parts of the 
alarm deac�va�on switches shall be located at not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the finished 
floor. 

    In dwellings that are required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the operable parts of 
the alarm deac�va�on switches shall be located not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less than 
48 inches (1219 mm) above the finished floor. 

    In structures other than dwellings, the operable parts of the alarm deac�va�on switches shall be 
located not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less than 48 inches (1220 mm) above the finished 
floor. 

2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code continued



    A safety cover that is listed and labeled in accordance with ASTM F1346 is installed for the pools and 
spas. 

    An approved means of protec�on, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, is provided. 
Such means of protec�on shall provide a degree of protec�on that is not less than the protec�on 
afforded by Item 1 or 2. 

305.5 Onground Residen�al Pool Structure as a Barrier 

An onground residen�al pool wall structure or a barrier mounted on top of an onground residen�al pool 
wall structure shall serve as a barrier where all of the following condi�ons are present: 

    Where only the pool wall serves as the barrier, the botom of the wall is on grade, the top of the wall is 
not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade for the en�re perimeter of the pool, the wall complies 
with the requirements of Sec�on 305.2 and the pool manufacturer allows the wall to serve as a barrier. 

    Where a barrier is mounted on top of the pool wall, the top of the barrier is not less than 48 inches 
(1219 mm) above grade for the en�re perimeter of the pool, and the wall and the barrier on top of the 
wall comply with the requirements of Sec�on 305.2. 

    Ladders or steps used as means of access to the pool are capable of being secured, locked or removed 
to prevent access except where the ladder or steps are surrounded by a barrier that meets the 
requirements of Sec�on 305. 

    Openings created by the securing, locking or removal of ladders and steps do not allow the passage of 
a 4-inch (102 mm) diameter sphere. 

    Barriers that are mounted on top of onground residen�al pool walls are installed in accordance with 
the pool manufacturer's instruc�ons. 

305.6 Natural Barriers 

In the case where the pool or spa area abuts the edge of a lake or other natural body of water, public 
access is not permited or allowed along the shoreline, and required barriers extend to and beyond the 
water's edge not less than 18 inches (457 mm), a barrier is not required between the natural body of 
water shoreline and the pool or spa when approved by the State Building Inspector. 

305.7 Natural Topography 

Natural topography that prevents direct access to the pool or spa area shall include but not be limited to 
mountains and natural rock forma�ons. A natural barrier approved by the State Building Inspector shall 
be acceptable provided that the degree of protec�on is not less than the protec�on afforded by the 
requirements of Sec�ons 305.2 through 305.5. 
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305.8 Means of Egress 

Outdoor public pools provided with barriers shall have means of egress as required by Chapter 10 of the 
Interna�onal Building Code. 
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Town of East Windsor 

Pool Permit Application Guide 
According to the 2021 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 

To construct a pool in East Windsor you will need to submit the following: 

1. Zoning permit application
2. Building permit application
3. Electrical permit application
4. A site plan that shows the location of the pool on your property (see example below)

Note: Online permitting can be found at www.eastwindsor-ct.gov.
If you are proposing to build a deck around an above ground pool a separate permit is 

needed, please see the barrier requirements attached with this packet 

Zoning Regulations 
1. A 10-foot setback (rear and side lot) shall be measured from the nearest lot line to the

edge of any deck or platform structure adjacent to the pool, or otherwise to the exterior
lip of the pool.

http://www.eastwindsor-ct.gov/
http://www.eastwindsor-ct.gov/


TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 
Building Department 

SWIMMING POOL REQUIREMENTS: 
 This list is not all-inclusive:  please refer to pool packet. 

* A 48” barrier will be provided to protect the pool access.  Including a temporary fence for inground
pools prior to filling.

* Access gates will be self-closing and self-latching (if less than 54” high they shall be on the pool side
and be protected within 18” of release mechanism).

* Doors providing direct access to the pool shall either have an alarm, a self-closing latching device
54” above the floor, or a safety cover over the pool.

* No receptacles within 10’ of pool.  (Locking type receptacle for pool equipment must be at least
5’ from pool and GFCI protected).

* All metal parts of pool structure, fixed metal parts within 5’ of pool, pump motors, etc., shall be
bonded with a minimum #8 solid copper wire.

* Convenience GFCI receptacle shall be provided between 10’ and 20’ from pool.

* Trench depth for 20 AMP circuit to pool equipment shall be 18” minimum in conduit.

* A surface pool alarm shall be installed pursuant to Public Act 99-140.

* All swimming pool pumps must be equipped with a time clock

* Heated pools require a pool cover unless over 20% of the heating energy is from non-depletable
sources.

REQUIRED SWIMMING POOL INSPECTIONS: 

The following is a list of inspections that need to be performed prior to the continuation of work.  Requests 
for inspections can be made by calling the Building Department at 623-2439. 

1. TRENCH AND BONDING – Electrical trench depth verification and bonding of pool and metal
appurtenances including metal reinforcing for gunite pools.

2. FINAL ELECTRICAL – Location of equipment and GFCI protection. Convenience outlet provided.

3. FINAL – Swimming pool access protection must be provided before pool can be used.

Each swimming pool installation requires a Building and Electrical permit.  Additional permits and 
inspections are required for pool decks. 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS LISTED ABOVE: 

Applicant Signature__________________________________________  Date:  _______________ 

Homeowner Signature ________________________________________ Date: ________________ 




